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                                                                        PRESS RELEASE    

10th National Children’s Summit & 25th Anniversary of CRC celebrations kick off with the theme 

“20 Years and Beyond: Advancing Child Rights in Rwanda”

Kigali, Rwanda, 18 December 2014 – “Understanding my rights helped me to form my views on my own and express those views freely. It has encouraged us [children] to become active participants in a democratic society through elections in the children’s forums. This has enabled us to develop skills such as cooperation and communication,” said Jean Bosco of the National Children’s Forum during the pre-summit consultations. 

Since 2004, Rwanda has successfully organised the annual National Children’s Summit to ensure meaningful child participation in the country. As the summits evolved, children are gaining more knowledge on their rights and responsibilities to become responsible future citizens. 

The 10th National Children’s Summit combined with the 25th anniversary celebrations for the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) kick off today - where more than 500 child representatives from all over the country and East Africa Community member states are arriving to participate in a one day national event. The representation considers the equity agenda too as children living with disabilities and those from refugee camps also participate in the forums and the national summit.  

The anniversary of the Summits and the Convention is an opportunity to celebrate the achievements made in the past and make commitments for the future – to ensure no child is left behind.

This year, the 10th National Children’s Summit has a particular significance as Rwanda celebrates the 20th year of liberation. During the event best practices in the child rights sector will be showcased and future perspectives pledged. Child delegates will meet with policy makers, civil society and partners to celebrate and reflect on the achievements made by Rwanda over the last 20 years and devise further strategies.

The theme for this year’s summit is “20 Years and Beyond: Advancing Child Rights in Rwanda/Imyaka 20 irashize dukomeze dutezimbere, uburenganzira bw’umwana kwisonga”. Talking about the theme, Zaina Nyiramatama, Executive Secretary of National Commission for Children, said “Rwanda is now consolidating gains in all sectors of development including child rights and protection sector where great success has been recorded through policy formulation, legal and institutional frameworks”.

“On the occasion of the CRC’s 25th Anniversary, UNICEF has been privileged to be part of the journey of delivering results with equity and accountability for the children of Rwanda. We thank the leaders and people of Rwanda for the privilege of helping to serve the country’s most treasured and valuable asset – its children. And we will continue to do so with commitment” said Noala Skinner, UNICEF Representative.

The National Children’s Summit is organized by the National Commission for Children in collaboration with the Ministry of Gender and Family Promotion as well as provinces and Kigali City. UNICEF and International development partners that include Global Communities, Plan Rwanda and CHF International have provided extensive technical and financial support towards the organisation of the Children’s Summit.

Speaking at a press briefing earlier, Minister of Gender and Family Promotion, Oda Gasinzingwa, said that twenty years after the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi, Rwanda is celebrating the progress made and mapping out ways to better protect and promote the rights of all children in Rwanda.
“There is much to be celebrated considering the tremendous progress registered in sectors such as health, education and social security, to name but a few. These developments lend significantly to the protection and promotion of children’s rights and ensure their participation in Rwanda’s development process,” the Minister said. 

Notes to the Editor
The 10th National Children’s Summit and 25th CRC anniversary involved consultations with various stakeholders including children pre-summits from the grass roots to District Level. Among the pre Summit activities will also feature an exhibition of major activities in child rights promotion and protection by different partners.  

These grassroots consultative meetings also brought together representatives of children’s forum committees at sector and district levels in order to explain the theme of the year and to better understand how the pre-summit consultations were to be conducted in the following weeks. 

Every Children’s Summit has been given a theme chosen by children themselves to direct activities of the event. This year’s theme was selected based on achievements attained in child rights and protection sector for the last 20 years after the liberation. This year, the 10th National Children’s Summit has a particular significance as Rwanda celebrates the 20th year of liberation. Best practices will be showcased and future perspectives pledged.  On the other hand, the year 2014 marks the 25th Anniversary of the adoption by the UN General Assembly (UN GA), on November 20, 1989, of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The Summit presents forum for Government and other stakeholders to review and renew their commitments towards the implementation of policies, programs and strategies on child rights and protection. 

Event details:

Children participants will arrive in Kigali on 18th November, 2014 where they will be accommodated and prepared for the actual event scheduled 20th November starting at 8:00am - at Parliamentary Building in Kigali.
For more information, please contact:


Annet Birungi, Communications, National Commission for Children 

Tel:+250 (0) 7883682277; Email: nccstaffgroup@yahoo.com 

Darla Rudakubana, MIGEPROF Communications Specialist, 

Tel. +250 (0)783104196; Email: drudakubana@primature.gov.rw 

Sid Shrestha, Chief of Communication, Advocacy & Partnerships, UNICEF Rwanda

Tel: +250 (0) 788301419; E-mail:  sidshrestha@unicef.org  
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